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Huth Road Bazaar & Basket Raffle 

Save the Date! 

Are you ready to hang loose and have a groovy time? 

Make sure to save the date for the annual Bazaar,   

Friday, March 4, 5-8 p.m.  

Wear your hippiest outfit and bring your whole family 

down for a night of fun. 
 

There will be games by Move your Body Everyday, 

cool baskets at the basket raffle, 

photo booth by 716 Party Rental, 

outta-sight cakes at the cake walk. 

Test your luck at the fish pitch. 

      Stop by the cafeteria for dinner  

and some delicious treats. 
 

If your bell-bottoms and flower power t-shirts have 

already made their way to the donation box, you can 

purchase some hippie items to complete your groovy 

outfit. So many things to do, you’ll want to hang out 

with us all night! 

We are still looking for volunteers to sell tickets  

at the door, so please consider volunteering  

for a short shift. 
 

Contact Karrie Valle at 716-597-9177 or  

                      momma23mtvs@gmail.com 

mailto:momma23mtvs@gmail.com
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Huth Road’s Basket Raffle! 

Friday, March 4, 2016 

5:00 p.m. -7:30 p.m. 

Over 100 baskets and gift certificates will be auctioned. 

What would you like to win? 

 

Basket Raffle Ticket Sheets: 

1/$10 or 3/$20 

26 tickets per sheet 

 

***Grand Prize Basket*** 
 

FOUR DISNEY PARK HOPPER PASSES!!! 

(Valued at $620) 

$5.00 per ticket 

 

 

Ticket Sales end at 7:00 p.m. 

Curtains Close at 7:30 p.m. 

 

 

A pre-sale sheet will be sent home Monday, February 29.  

All baskets and gift certificates that have been turned into  

school by Friday, February 26 will be listed.  

Pre-sale sheets are perfect  

for those who can not attend the bazaar.  

Pre-sale sheets need to be turned into the office by 5 p.m.  

Friday, March 4. 



Message from the President 
Dear Huth Road Families, 

 

March is almost here. That means Huth Road PTA is getting ready to host the Scholastic Book Fair, 

Huth Road Bazaar, and PARP. But did you know there are great things happening every day at Huth 

Road? Teachers make lessons fun with special class activities. We have PTA sponsored enrichment 

programs and school-wide events. Huth Road offers a variety of after-school clubs. Students can dis-

cover their passion for athletics, music, art, reading, writing, or service. 
 

There’s so much good news to share. Huth Road PTA wants to keep you connected to school. As we 

work to become a National PTA School of Excellence, our goal is to build family engagement in edu-

cation by increasing communication. We’re sending weekly Huth Road Highlights to give you a 

glimpse of the school week. They include links to pictures on the Huth Road PTA Facebook page. The 

highlights are emailed to PTA members and shared via e-news. Be sure to check your inbox for the lat-

est Huth Road news! 
 

We look forward to welcoming you to our events in March. Our Scholastic Book Fair runs from 

Wednesday, March 2 to Friday, March 4. Each classroom will visit the book fair during school. Fami-

lies will have a chance to shop together on Friday evening. 
 

Then it’s time to get groovy at the Huth Road Bazaar on Friday, March 4 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Join us 

for lots of family fun at this 60s themed event. You can grab a bite to eat in the cafeteria, play games in 

the gym, and visit the book fair in the community room. Try your luck at the cake walk and the fish 

pitch. Then strike a pose in the photo booth. Don’t miss our popular basket raffle with its great selec-

tion of prizes. Click here to check them out. This year, we’re making it easier to get to the fun and 

games. You can avoid long lines by pre-ordering your tickets and picking them up at our pre-sale table 

at the Bazaar. 
 

On Monday, March 7, author Mark Shulman visits Huth Road to kick off PARP. This two-week pro-

gram gives families a chance to rediscover the fun of reading together. We’ll have events at school and 

suggested activities to try at home. It's a great opportunity for us to work together and build strong fam-

ily-school partnerships to make PARP a success. 
 

We also want to promote family engagement throughout our district. There are a couple of chances to 

do this in March. The Board of Education (BOE) held its first budget input meeting in February. You 

can find the presentation handouts here and watch the meeting here. The second input session is Mon-

day, March 14, at 7:30 p.m. at the high school. If something is important to you, tell the BOE about it 

now. You can speak at the meeting or send your comments to the BOE at boe@grandislandschools.org. 
 

Join us for a parent information night about “Recognizing Anxiety in our Children.” Grand Island PTA 

Council is sponsoring this district-wide event on Tuesday, March 15, at 7:00 p.m. in the high school 

auditorium. We’ll learn how to help our children deal with stress and anxiety. If we teach our children 

strategies now, they’ll be ready to deal with situations as they grow and become adults. And that’s an 

incredible gift. Thanks for working with us to support our children. 
 

Warm regards, 

Jennifer Walowitz 

Huth Road PTA president 
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https://www.facebook.com/events/536855573140319/
http://www.grandislandschools.org/files/filesystem/Budget%202.8%20Final.pdf
http://www.grandislandschools.org/district.cfm?subpage=21263
mailto:boe@grandislandschools.org


From the Principal’s Desk. . . 

Hello Huth Families! 

 

With the winter season fading, we look forward to what’s ahead. From academics to playtime, our students are 

sure to enjoy the spring! 

 

Last September, our teachers set lofty ELA goals for our children. Teachers have been tracking students’ pro-

gress monthly, and I am very pleased to report that we surpassed our target! In September our screening as-

sessments showed that 37% of our students were proficient in the rigorous Common Core ELA standards. By 

March we wanted our proficiency level to grow to 48.5% of our students. Our January assessments showed 

that we were already at 51%! I’m very pleased with the work of our students and teachers, and thank you for 

encouraging your child to read 25 books by June! Nearly all learning is grounded in a strong understanding of 

our language, and our efforts to boost ELA achievement are showing results. 

 

Before long, our children will have the opportunity to demonstrate their learning through standardized 

NYSED assessments. There has been a lot of media attention surrounding these assessments, and the pressure 

has resulted in some positive changes.  

 

 First, teacher scores will not be linked to student scores.  

 Second, the assessments will have fewer questions.  

 Third, students will have as much time as needed to complete the assessments.  

 

With these changes, and the fact that we rely on NYSED assessment data to drive our instructional planning,  

I encourage all students to participate in the assessments. If you have any questions the assessments, please  

contact me so that we may discuss your concerns together. 

 

New social studies standards have been released by NYSED, and science standards are expected soon. I am 

very pleased with both sets of standards as they emphasize conceptual understanding and especially learning 

how to evaluate evidence rather than accept it at face value. Families will see positive changes in how our 

children research science and social studies throughout the coming months and years. To begin slowly, our 

wonderful art teacher, Mrs. Allen, has already posted North, South, East and West signs in the common areas 

of the school, and we are planning to build a large timeline near our main corridor. Let me know if you would 

like to help! 

 

With all the hard work in academics, we are pleased as punch our PTA is planning our next Bazaar. If this is 

your first, fourth, or fourteenth Bazaar, you’re sure to have fun. The cakewalk and fish pitch are iconic and not 

to be missed. The basket raffle, under the leadership of Mrs. Sarah Wheeler, has grown tremendously and so 

have your chances of winning! New this year, we have professionally organized activities in the gym that are 

sure to get your kids moving, grooving, laughing and playing. Also, our Early Act Service Club is introducing 

a new community project. For a $1 donation they will be painting pinkies purple to raise money and aware-

ness of the need for polio vaccines in impoverished countries. We sure hope every Huth family will come to 

the Bazaar to laugh, play, and bond with each other. 

 

From the Spelling Bee, to the Talent Show, to the Bazaar, PARP, Viking Value lunches, and 5th Grade Mov-

ing-Up Day, there is a lot to love about Huth Road School. Thank you for being a part of what makes us so 

special for our children. And, a special thank you to PTA President Jennifer Walowitz for all she does, and 

especially for improving our communication through our Facebook page. Thank you, thank you! 

See you at the Bazaar! 

Mrs. Kerri Nowak, principal 
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HUTH RD PTA NEEDS YOUR HELP  

WITH THE ANNUAL BAZAAR & BASKET RAFFLE! 

FRIDAY, MARCH 4 — 5 TO 8 P.M. 
 

 

 A lot of work goes into planning and executing the Bazaar & Basket Raffle! We could  

 use a few more volunteers. We like to assign workers in shifts, so no one misses the fun!   

 Please consider giving just an hour of your time. Here are ways you can help! 

 
 

 SET UP - Come during the school day on Friday, March 4 (9 a.m.—4 p.m.) to help  

 set up. This is  your chance to PREVIEW THE BASKETS before everyone else! 
 

 TICKET SALES - Sell tickets at the door. Tickets will be sold from 5 p.m.-7 p.m. 
           

 POSTING THE WINNERS - Be the first to know the winners! (7:30—9 p.m.) 
      

 DISTRIBUTING BASKETS- Bring joy to the winners as you help them locate their basket.  

 

 CLEAN UP AT BASKET RAFFLE – 8—9 p.m. 

 

 BOOK FAIR - 5—8 p.m. 

 
  

 To volunteer: Fill out the bottom portion of this flyer, place in an envelope labeled 

 “Bazaar,” and send into school with your child and you will be contacted directly. 
 

 OR  Contact 
 

 Sarah Wheeler (Basket Raffle): 909-1993 
 
 

 Karrie Valle: 597-9177 
 

 
  
 
 
I would LOVE to help out at the Bazaar! 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone# or email: _______________ 
 

Time I can work:     5PM – 6PM... 

    6PM – 7PM... 

    7PM – 8PM... 

    8PM – 9PM...  
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March 

Calendar of Events— 
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E-news is here!  Sign Up Today! 

 

 
 

E-news allows Grand Island parents, students, facul-

ty/staff & community members to sign up to receive 

e-mails &/or text messages on school related infor-

mation. With e-news, you automatically receive 

news of interest to you at your selected e-mail ad-

dress or cell phone. E-news is an opt-in service. You 

tailor the service to meet your needs by selecting 

only the categories of information that are of interest 

to you.  
 

To Sign Up: 

Visit www.k12.ginet.org 

Click the GICSD e-news button at the bottom right 

Complete the form and choose your subscription 

options 

Enter the security number shown and press  

 “Sign Me Up” 

 

        

 Book Fair - Tue, Mar 1 – Fri, Mar 4 – Community Room 

 Celebrate Music Concert – Thu, Mar 3, 1:15 pm & 7 pm, audito-
rium (3rd & Select Chorus) 

 Huth Road Bazaar – Fri, Mar 4 (5 - 8 pm) 

 PARP – Mon, Mar 7 – Fri, Mar 18 

 All-Island Jazz Concert – Wed, Mar 9, 7:00 pm – HS Grand Viking 
Theater 

 BOE Meeting & 2nd Budget Input Session – Mon, Mar 14, 7:30 
pm (HS Prof Dev Room) 

 PTA Meeting – Wed, Mar 16, 6 pm – Community Room 

 Viking Values Lunch – Fri, Mar 18 (11 am–1 pm) 

 Spring Recess (NO SCHOOL) - Mon, Mar 21 – Mon, Mar 28 

 Good Friday Observance (NO SCHOOL) – Fri, Mar 25 

 Easter Observance (NO SCHOOL) – Mon, Mar 28 

 School Resumes, Tue, Mar 29 

April: 

 BOE Meeting & 3rd Budget Input Session – Mon, Apr 4, 7:30 pm 
(HS Prof Dev Room) 

 NYS ELA Assessments – Tue, Apr 5 – Thu, Apr 7 

 ELA Assessment Make-Up – Fri, Apr 8 – Tue, Apr 12 

 NYS Math Assessments – Wed, Apr 13 – Fri, Apr 15 

 PTA Meeting – Thu, Apr 14, 6:30 pm – Community Room 

 Supt’s Conference Day (NO SCHOOL) – Mon, Apr 18 

 Math Assessment Make-Up – Mon, Apr 18 – Wed, Apr 20 

 BOE Meeting/Budget Adoption/E/B Vote & Election – Tue, Apr 
19, 7:30 pm (HS Prof Dev Room) 

 Viking Values Lunch – Fri, April 22 (11 am–1 pm) 

 District Health & Wellness Fair – Sat, Apr 23 - 1am–2 pm (HS Lg 
Cafeteria) 

 

 

C ome and get your groove on at the Scholastic Book Fair Tuesday and 

Wednesday, March 2-4. We will also be open during the Huth Road Ba-

zaar from 5-8 p.m. on March 4. Make sure to stop by for an outta-sight time! 

 

Your child’s class will visit during the day, and as always you are welcome to 

come in to help your child select books. Even better, volunteer during your child’s classroom visit 

so you can spend some time together, and help the other volunteers at the book fair. Please let Kar-

rie Valle know at 597-9177 or momma23mtvs@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer for an 

hour or so. The kids love to see you during the day at school! 

 

We will also be selling pencilgrams for $1 this year. Write a note of encouragement to your child 

and we will choose a pencil and deliver it to your student. (Forms will be coming home the last 

week of February.) All the proceeds from the pencilgrams stay in our school and help us buy new 

books for our classrooms and library. Students can also purchase them for their friends or teachers. 

Scholastic will match the amount raised (up to $1 million) to: Kids in Need Foundation, Reader to 

Reader Inc., and National Center for Families Learning. 

Scholastic Book Fair 

 Island-Wide PTA Meeting – Mon, Apr 25, 6:30 pm 
(Sidway Dining Room) 

 Spring Band Concert – Tue, Apr 26, 7 pm – Auditorium 

 EARLY DISMISSAL for Parent/Teacher Conf. – Fri, Apr 
29, 11:15 am 

 Report Cards Go Home – Fri, Apr 29 

http://www.k12.ginet.org/
mailto:momma23mtvs@gmail.com


Welcome to PARP 2016! 

T 
hings are coming together for PARP! It’s time to get ready to read together. Last 

spring NYS PTA gave the familiar reading program an update. The PARP acro-

nym has a new meaning. It changed from “Parents As Reading Partners” to “Pick A Reading Partner.” 

PARP continues to encourage parents and children to read together. The new name inspires us to share the 

gift of reading with everyone. 

 

Author Mark Schulman will visit Huth on Monday, March 7 to kick off PARP. He’s written a variety of 

books. Several focus on word play with the alphabet, anagrams, and palindromes. 

 

Fifth graders are reading Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library to get ready for their Skype visit with author 

Christopher Grabenstein. This book is full of games and adventures. Mr. Lemoncello is a famous board and 

video game maker who loves the library. When he invites a group of 12-year-olds to preview his newly built 

library, they get to compete for the chance to star in commercials for his Lemoncello games. 

 

Both authors worked with James Patterson to write Treasure Hunters. In this book four siblings go on a quest 

to find their missing parents and save their family treasure-hunting business. Games and adventures are seen 

throughout the books, so we built our theme around them: 

 

Take the lead. Get a book and read! 
 
Students will learn about the authors through interactive displays and decorations that bring their books to 

life. Classes will see their reading progress on a giant arcade-style high score screen. You can get ready for 

the PARP games by learning about the authors at their websites:  

 

Mark Shulman: http://www.markshulman.info), 

Chris Grabenstein: http://www.chrisgrabenstein.com/kids/chris.php 

James Patterson: http://www.treasurehuntersbooks.com/book-1.html 

 

      So mark your calendar for March 7 and let the fun begin! 

Huth Road's 2015 PARP program “Help 

Your Team Succeed; Pick up a Book and 

Read” won top prize for Niagara Region 

PTA. The award was announced at the  

PTA Region Partnership dinner held earlier 

this month. Region Director Cindy Ames 

(left) presented the award to PARP chair-

man Jennifer Walowitz, standing with Kat 

Estrella and Huth principal Kerri Nowak. 
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Boxtops Needed! 

Skyping with Chris Grabenstein 

Author Mark Shulman to Visit 

H 
uth Road welcomes children’s author Mark Shulman on Monday, March 7.  

He will meet with classes throughout the day to share his love of writing and to 

help students realize they are writers, too. Mr. Shulman has written well over 

100 books about many things—sharks, storms, robots, palindromes, gorillas, dodo birds, 

bullies, Star Wars, Ben Franklin, how to hide stuff, how to voodoo your enemies, and of 

course, how to make a video from start to finish. He’s also written picture books for Os-

car de la Hoya (the boxer) and Shamu (the whale). Mark is from Rochester and Buffalo, 

but now lives in New York City with his wife and kids. Learn more about Mark and his 

books at http://www.markshulman.info 

T 
he fifth graders are reading Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library to get ready 

for their Skype visit with author Christopher Grabenstein on Tuesday, March 15. 

Mr. Lemoncello is an eccentric billionaire who welcomes a group of 12 twelve-

year olds to a gala overnight library lock-in filled with fun and games. But the next 

morning, when the lock-in is supposed to be over, the doors remain locked and the par-

ticipants must follow book-related clues and unravel all sorts of secret puzzles to find 

the hidden escape route if they want to win Mr. Lemoncello's most fabulous prize ever, 

the chance to star in commercials for his Lemoncello games. 
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O ur fall collection raised $427.60. Help keep the momen-

tum going! Clip your Box Tops and send them to school 

in a sandwich bag labeled with your teacher’s name. The con-

test deadline is February 26. The winning class gets to keep 

our Box Tops trophy in their classroom. 



Third Grade Book Club 
Do you love to read? 

Can’t put your book down? 

Then Huth Road Book Club is for you! 

 

E very year, all 3rd grade book lovers are in-

vited to join Book Club. Book Club meets on 

Thursday afternoon, right after dismissal. Stu-

dents meet in the library and take the late bus 

home. There are thre different sessions of Book 

Club throughout the school year to accommodate 

students interested in participating. During Book 

Club we read and discuss various books - very 

similar to the format of an adult book club. To add some more fun, we complete crafts, activities, 

and games that pertain to the book that we read and we always share a light snack.  

 

Since Book Club members are all at various reading levels, some of the books that we read may 

seem easy, while some books may seem a bit more challenging. Book Club is meant to share the 

love and enjoyment of reading with others and to show students that reading 

together can be quite fun! The 

whole family should get involved 

at home. Every week, students 

will be assigned chapters or sec-

tions of the books and must read 

those particular chapters/

sections prior to the next book 

club meeting. During that meeting students will share 

their opinions about the book, make connections, and 

make predictions on what’s to come. Students are en-

couraged to read their book at home with a parent or 

a sibling. Mrs. Hamilton advises students that they 

can even read to a pet or a favorite stuffed animal!!

The choice is theirs! 

 

If you have any questions or if you would like more information, please feel free to contact Mrs. 

Hamilton (Gorecki), Book Club advisor. 

 

Happy Reading! 
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Notes from the Band Room 

 

 Huth Road Elementary School has the honor and privilege of sending 10 students to participate in the Erie 

County Music Educator’s Association’s (ECMEA) Elementary All County Festival. These students will re-

hearse with the top elementary-aged musicians in Erie County and perform a concert at Kleinhans Music Hall 

on Saturday, March 5. Congratulations to the participants performing in these prestigious and talented groups. 

From left: Top: Jackson F., Lauren C., Berin C., Ryan S., Phillip L. 

Bottom: Sophia H., Caitlin F., Arabella M., Brady J., Megan P. 
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Grade 3 Writers Club  

W riters Club was very busy in February! Twenty third-

graders stayed after school with Mrs. Lipp to hone their 

writing skills. They learned about personal narratives, elabora-

tion, and persuasive writing. Each student wrote a narrative 

poem, too. At the end of their session the third graders partici-

pate in a gallery walk. This means that the students look at and 

comment on the other student's writing. The gallery walk is an 

excellent opportunity for students to see what the other stu-

dents are doing. Third graders love to write!  



Direct Donation 
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E xplore and More came to 

teach our second graders 

about the states of matter. The 

boys and girls were actively en-

gaged in experiments, move-

ment and hands-on activities.  

 

Students learned about atoms and 

molecules and even got to make 

their own model of the water mol-

ecule. In the photo they are watch-

Explore and More 

Support our Direct Donation Drive! 

Instead of having a fall fundraiser, we are 

asking you to support Huth Road PTA with a 

donation. It’s easy to participate–click below 

to reach our donation page, choose an 

amount, and either pay online or send a 

check to school. Your donation will directly 

impact your child; 87% of the budget is used 

for enrichment activities and celebrations. 

Thank you for your generosity. With your 

help we can provide a year full of enrichment 

and fun for our students. We’ve raised $3171 

so far in direct donation. 

https://www.cheddarup.com/tabs/huth-road-

pta-direct-donation-drive 

https://www.cheddarup.com/tabs/huth-road-pta-direct-donation-drive
https://www.cheddarup.com/tabs/huth-road-pta-direct-donation-drive


Dr. Birdd Comes Calling 
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T he PTA Enrichment Committee brought well-known children’s entertainer Glenn Colton to sing to our 

students in January for two performances. He entertained everyone with his inspirational messages 

about building character. His enthusiasm and humor got the kids dancing, singing and laughing! 

Huth Welcomes Glenn Colton 

O n Friday, February 5, Dr. Birdd, a retired professor from Buffalo State College, 

came to visit the third graders again, portraying his famous character, Sir Isaac 

Newton. The students learned all about Sir Newton's life and how he used the principles 

of science and math to explain gravity, force and motion. All classes were able to come 

to the auditorium to participate in centers which illustrated these scientific principles. 

The students had a wonderful time, as always. We would like to extend a big thank you 

to Dr. Birdd, as well as to all of the parent and grandparent helpers who came to assist 

our classes during our center times. 
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Spelling Bee Buzz 

5th Grade (from left): Lauren Geyer, alternate; Grace VanderMey, 

3rd place; Berin Celik, 2nd place; Ransom Rohr, 1st place. 

4th Grade (from left): Emma Oppedisano, alter-

nate; Dean Urbaniak, 3rd place; Mariella  

DiCarlo, 2nd place; Grace Jones, 1st place.  

H uth Road Elementary School will be 

the host when Niagara Region PTA 

holds its annual spelling bee Saturday, May 

14. Elementary schools from throughout 

the Niagara Region will participate. The 

spell-off is expected to begin at approxi-

mately 1 p.m. 

Service Club  

G roup One of the service club, 

with Mrs. Taylor and Mrs. Rob-

inson as staff leaders, make winter bird 

feeders to hang outside. Pine cones are 

covered with peanut butter and bird 

seed. The cones, which have an at-

tached string, are hung on trees and 

attract hungry birds. The service club 

also put together snowmen on a stand, 

to be given to children in the hospital. 



Reflections 
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T he National PTA arts program Reflections was a huge success on Grand Island. Participants submitted en-

tries in all six categories - literature, photography, visual arts, music composition, dance choreography and 

film production. Huth Road had 27 entrants in four categories. The following students have been awarded first 

place at the regional level and their work has been forwarded to compete at the state level: 

 

 Grade 9-12:    Grand Island High School:  Tess Lariviere - Visual Arts 

 

 Grades 6-8:    Veronica Connor Middle School:  Bailey Yung - Dance Choreography,  

             Renee DiLaura -Literature, Tyler Hunt - Photography 

 

 Grades 3-5:     Kaegebein:  Wynonna Roberts - Visual Arts 

 

 Grades PK-2:  Huth Road:  Carl Beckley - Photography, Carl Beckley - Music Composition 

 

Congratulations to all the Grand Island participants and our best wishes to those students at the state level! 

Double winner! 

A party was held for all Reflections winners. 

Writing for Reflections 
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Learning in the Library 
From Library Skills to Information Literacy 

The school library has moved beyond a room with books to become a portal to information, print and electronic. School librar-

ians play a key role in teaching students how to select, manage and organize all of that information to best suit their needs. 

With so many different resources available, students today need special skills—the skills of information literacy—the ability to 

identify and locate information and then effectively use that information to attain a deeper understanding of content. 

 

Through repeated opportunities to practice information-processing strategies, elementary students learn how to access infor-

mation, critically evaluate it, and communicate it to others. During November the second-grade students came to the library to 

learn about life as a Pilgrim by using an online resource. Students in third grade are using a variety of resources in the library 

to learn about the land and the people of different world communities. In fourth grade students have been learning about the 

history of New York State using print and online resources. Fifth graders continue to apply what they know about the Five 

Themes of Geography as they use multiple resources to investigate a region in the Western Hemisphere. Throughout the 

school year classrooms work with the librarian to research topics related to their core curriculum. Students also visit the library 

weekly to borrow materials and develop an appreciation of literature. 

In January the third-graders met in the library to learn about 

children’s rights, specifically discussing a child’s right to an 

education. Students heard the book Beatrice’s Goat by Page 

McBrier, a true story about a young girl from Uganda who 

wanted to go to school but was unable to because her family 

was poor. The girl, Beatrice, finally got her wish when her 

family was given a goat from a charitable organization. This 

goat provided milk to sell as well as baby goats, and soon the 

family had earned enough money so Beatrice could go to 

school. Working in groups, the students met with classmates 

and discussed Beatrice’s problem and the solution to her prob-

lem. As a whole group the students reflected on their own lives 

and some of the rights they have as children living in Grand 

Island as compared to a country elsewhere. Students will con-

tinue to examine cultural diversity as they spend the year learn-

ing about world communities in their social studies curriculum. 

Fourth Graders Explore New York State 

As a part of their social studies curriculum, fourth graders are learning about New York State and local communities and how 

they have changed over time. Through an inquiry-based approach, students will continue to explore New York State from before 

the European colonial era to the modern period. The school year began with all fourth graders learning about the geography of 

New York and how the early inhabitants, the Iroquois, interacted with the environment. Beginning in the early 1600s, colonial 

New York was home to people from many different countries. This timeline of early explorers of New York State was created by 

the students in Ms. Graziano’s fourth grade. European exploration led to the colonization of the region that became New York 

State. Over the years many people have immigrated and migrated to New York State, contributing to its cultural growth. The 

fourth graders re-

searched their own 

ethnic backgrounds to 

understand that their 

ancestors immigrated 

at some time from 

another country. These 

projects culminated 

with an ethnic lunch-

eon where families 

sent in a dish from 

their country of origin 

that the student had 

researched.  



Viking Values 
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V iking Value lunches happen once a month. Students are allowed an extra 10 minutes for lunch, where 

they can play games and redeem coins they have received as a reward for positive behavior. With the 

coins they can purchase trinkets and toys which the PTA has purchased. They can also redeem coins for books 

and they can reserve a special VIP luncheon, which they can eat on the cafeteria stage with their friends . 



Thank You, Volunteers! 
 

“Volunteers don't get paid, not because they're worthless, 

but because they're priceless.”  ~Sherry Anderson 

 

Huth Road PTA appreciates our dedicated volunteers. 

Thank you for sharing your time and talents with us! 

 

 

Viking Values Lunches: Thanks to Holly Fratello and her  dedicated volunteers for  making these 

lunches special for our children. 

 

 October: Deb Warner, Michelle Jones, Erin Pankow, Beran Celik, Paula Macrides, Tina Taylor, 

Lee Cohen, Bonnie Nevans 

 

 November: Bonnie Nevans, Sharlene Hall, Deb Warner, Lee Cohen, Jill Redfern, Erin Pankow, 

Kim Smith, Renee Woloszyn 

 

 December: Lisa Pyc, Michelle Jones, Bonnie Nevans, Lee Cohen, Deb Warner 

 

 January: Jill Redfern, Michelle Jones, Erin Pankow, Deb Warner, Lee Cohen, Bonnie Nevans, Ju-

dy Fay 

 

Newsletter: Thanks to Lee Cohen for  putting our  news together  so we can share all the great things 

happening at Huth Road. 

 

Scholastic Book Fair: Karr ie Valle coordinated the book fair  with help from Heather  Hill, Paula 

Macrides, Janet Tyski, Bonnie Nevans, Holly Fratello, Christine Martino, Jennifer Walowitz, and Sue An-

drews. 

 

Family Game Night: This fun family event was possible because of many volunteers: TJ  Fratello, 

Sharmila Selvakumar, Beran Celik, Angela Hamilton, Alice Gerard, Jaime Flynn, Kimberly Van Norman, 

Kat Estrella, Aliza Seibert, Carol Beckley, Paula Macrides, Lee Cohen, Jennifer Corbett, Kaleigh Kropid-

lowski, Dana Allen, Michelle Mesmer, Sarah Wheeler, Amy McMann, Janet Tyski, Sandy Cohen, Karrie 

Valle, Bonnie Nevans, and Jennifer Walowitz. We also had help from students Sean Christian Rustowicz, 

Kenny Carter, Trevor Knight, Louie Genovese, Sean Murray, Nick Keller, and Ben Moskala. Thanks to 

food service coordinator Anne Rich for helping with meals. We appreciate the support we received from 

our custodial staff, especially Nicole Parvu and Jim O’Rourke. 

 

Readers are Leaders: Heather  Hill coordinated a book exchange for  our  students with help from Ka-

ren Wright. 

 

Reflections: Thanks to Carol Beckley for coordinating this National PTA art program for Huth Road stu-

dents. 

 

Staff Appreciation Luncheon: The Huth Road staff is the cream of the crop! Bonnie Nevans coordi-

nated a farmer’s market-themed lunch to make our teachers and staff feel special. It took a team of volun-

teers to make it a success. Thanks to Janet Tyski, Patty Castellino, Paula Macrides, Michelle Jones, Lee 

Cohen, Holly Fratello, Alice Gerard, Erin Pizur, Carrie Horvath, Tracy Malush, Karolyn Massaro, Jill Red-

fern, Sandy Sugg, and Jennifer Walowitz. 
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 Huth Road PTA has 210 members. Help us reach our membership goal of 300 Super Huthers. Click 

here to sign up online 

 

 Our direct donation drive has reached 50% of our goal. Thank you for your generosity. Your sup-

port helps Huth Road PTA fund enrichment programs for all students. It's not too late to participate. 

Follow this link to make a contribution: https://huth-road-pta-direct-donation-drive.cheddarup.com 

 

 The Huth Road Bazaar is Friday, March 4 from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Help make this '60s "Feeling 

Groovy" themed event a success. Click here to learn more and sign up to volunteer: http://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a44a9a72ca0f58-huth 

 

 Do you know somebody who goes above and beyond for children? Nominate them for a NYS PTA 

Honorary Life Membership award: http://www.k12.ginet.org/files/12734/honorary%20life%202016.pdf 

 

 Join us for a parent information night about “Recognizing Anxiety in our Children and How We 

Can Help.” Grand Island PTA Council is sponsoring this district-wide event on Tuesday, March 15 at 7 

p.m. in the high school auditorium. 

 

 It’s time to be thinking about election of officers for the 2016-2017 school year. The 

nominating committee requires two people from the general membership. If you are inter-

ested in serving on the nominating committee, contact Jennifer Walowitz 

(jwalowitz@icloud.com) for information.  

 

 Huth Road’s staff is “cream of the crop!” Huth Road PTA celebrated faculty and staff 

at a Staff Appreciation luncheon using a vintage farmers’ market theme. Volunteers 

served pies for dessert to go with the theme.  

Notes from Niagara Region PTA 

The Reflections Reception and Awards program will be held Sunday, March 13 at the Kenan Center 

Art Gallery, Lockport. The gallery opens at 1 p.m. and the awards ceremony will begin at 2 p.m. 

 

The Spring Conference and Annual Meeting of the Niagara Region PTA will be held Thursday, 

April 28 at the Orleans/Niagara BOCES, Sanborn. Participation from all units and councils is expected. The 

evening includes dinner, awards, voting, officer installation, and exhibits by Niagara Region personnel plus 

vendors. 

 

 Final dues membership payment is due by May 31. 

 

 Insurance payment is due to NY PTA by June 1, 2016. 

 

 PARP entries are due by June 15 to be eligible for an award. 

Huth Road PTA Highlights 

https://huth-road-pta-direct-donation-drive.cheddarup.com/
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a44a9a72ca0f58-huth
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0a44a9a72ca0f58-huth
http://www.k12.ginet.org/files/12734/honorary%20life%202016.pdf


Why Join the Huth Road PTA 

Huth Road   
2015-2016 PTA Membership Form 

 

 
 Name(s):  __________________________________  $5.00 per membership 
  
 Phone:  __________________________________  $ _______ Total enclosed 
 
 E-mail:  ______________________________________________________________  
 
       Child(ren)’s Name(s):  ________________________Teacher(s)____________________________ 
 

Please return to school with your check payable to Huth Road PTA in an envelope marked “PTA Membership” 

Questions? Call Sarah Wheeler at 909-1993 

N 
YS PTA president Bonnie Russell has expressed “cautious optimism” with the tone of the governor’s State of 

State/Budget message, which is much more positive than a year ago. The proposed $991 million 2016-17 state 

aid increase to schools, however, is insufficient to avoid program and staffing reductions in the neediest schools. 

With higher state expectations for students, and a local property tax cap at or just above zero, that increase is simply not 

enough to avoid program reductions in the schools that can least afford them. 

 

Included in the governor’s budget plan is $22 million for extending prekindergarten programs to three-year-olds; reim-

bursement of expenses for building, transportation, BOCES and some special education programs, $408 million; 

basic foundation aid, $266 million of $4.3 billion currently owed to schools; gap elimination aid of $189 million of $434 

million currently owed; conversion of struggling and some high needs schools to community schools, $100 million. 

 

The Board of Regents,  however, has recommended an increase of $2.4 billion and the Educational Conference Board 

(representing the larger educational associations, including NYS PTA) has recommended an increase of $2.2 billion.  

What is PTA? Why join PTA? The number one reason to join the Parent Teacher Association is to benefit your child.  

In doing so, you also help your school. But there are many more PTA advantages: 

 

▪  Get Connected. There’s no better way to know what’s happening in your school. 

▪  Tap into a Network. PTA functions are opportunities to meet other parents and teachers, building rapport and  

 discussing issues that are on your mind. You can share ideas, concerns, and experiences.  

▪  Watch Yourself Grow. By volunteering with your PTA, you put your skills and hobbies to use for a noble cause—your 

child and all children in the community. 

▪  Speak Up. PTA can be a way for you to more effectively suggest change at your child’s school. 

▪  Witness Improvement. By getting involved you’ll be part of the solution, helping make positive changes. Local PTAs 

play an important role in fundraising to provide school improvements, curriculum-based programs, and social events. 

▪  Be a Role Model. By becoming a PTA member, you’ll be showing your child the importance you place on education. 

▪  Enjoy Substantial Benefits. Individuals and local units can take advantage of a host of benefits from PTA membership 

including discounts and offers from member-benefits providers and sponsors, magazine subscriptions, leadership train-

ing, e-newsletters and much more. 

        

Please support our PTA through your membership. Clip and return this form to your student’s classroom teacher.  

News from NYS PTA 

http://pta.org/member_benefit_providers.asp

